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Dear Ladies and Gentlemen, friends and supporters of the Kurt and Ursula Schubert Center
for Jewish Studies,

It’s my pleasure to share with you the most significant events and activities of the Kurt and
Ursula Schubert Center for Jewish Studies of the academic year 2018/2019. We finished
several important projects, presented them to the public and proceeded with our long-term
research activities. We hosted several important researchers and lecturers from our
cooperating institutions abroad, started some new international projects, hosted an
international students workshop, organized the annual festival of Jewish culture in Olomouc
and continued offering a wide spectrum of courses in Jewish and Israeli studies. The founder
and first head of our institution, Prof. Fialova-Fiirst was awarded the Kurt Schubert Prize for
Interreligious Dialog by the Forum for World Religions in Vienna. You will learn more about
these activities in the report below. We would like to thank you for your commitment and
support. Needless to add, you are very welcome to turn to us with questions, comments and
suggestions.

Awards:

On 27 February 2019 Prof. Ingeborg Fialova-First was awarded the Kurt Schubert Prize for
Interreligious Dialog by the Forum for World Religions Vienna. The ceremonial event took
place in the historical premises of the Arts Center at the Palacky University in Olomouc and
under the auspices of the Ambassador of Israel, His Excellency Daniel Meron, the
Ambassador of Austria, His Excellency Alexander Grubmayr, the Archbishop of Olomouc, Jan
Graubner, and the rector of Palacky University in Olomouc, His Excellency Jaroslav Miller.

Teaching:

In the academic year 2018/2019 there were 42 students enrolled (42 students for 2017/18)
in all the three of our programs: B.A. in Jewish and Israeli Studies, M.A. in Jewish Studies (one
field program), M.A. in Jewish Studies (two-field program, i.e. combination with any other
field in the humanities). For the upcoming academic year 2019/2020 we saw a significant
increase in applications: for the B.A. program 22 applicants, for the very specialized M.A.
program altogether 9 applicants.

We hosted many lecturers from abroad in the academic year 2018/19. The Center welcomed
three experts from our partner institutions in Israel, Bar llan University in Ramat Gan (BIU),
Hebrew University in Jerusalem (HUJI) and Beit Berl College:

- in February 2019 the students and faculty had a chance to meet again an
outstanding Israeli professor, expert in Eastern European Jewish history, Prof. Eli
Lederhendler (HUJI) and discuss the prepared common project of an International Summer
School in Jewish Studies.

- in March 2019 dr. Daniel Schuval (BIU) visited CJS and discussed development
of international cooperation between BIU and CJS

- in April 2019 dr. Alon Paukner (Beit Berl College) gave a public lecture on ,Israel
— The unique combination of Ideology, Politics, Society and Economy*.

In spring 2019 we started a new international ERASMUS cooperation with Martin-Buber-
Institute in Cologne. In April 2019 we welcomed the Head of the institute, dr. Ursula
Schattner-Rieser in Olomouc and attended her lecture on “The Dead Sea Scrolls Discovery”.
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In summer 2019 the first of the Center’s B.A. students spent his ERASMUS semester at
Martin-Buber-Institute.

In April CJS in cooperation with the Department for the Documentary Camera at Film
Academy for Arts in Prague organized a special film workshop entitled "Arab-Israeli Conflict
- The Myth About the Single Guilty Party. The West Bank as Bone of Contention" under the
supervision of prof. Avner Faingulernt (Sapir Academic College). The workshop was
presented as part of the documentary film festival Academia Film Olomouc 2019 and was
open for all interested students and public. More than 70 interested people attended the
screenings and discussions.

At least briefly, we should mention other fascinating lectures organized in the Public
Lectures Series for both students and the public:

Winter semester 2018/19
14 November: Dr. Pavla Damohorska (Charles University in Prague) lectured on the topic
»The Jewish Pray for the Government".

21 November: Jan Machala (absolvent of Palacky University in Olomouc) led a lecture on
»Anti-Jewish Riots of 1918

28 November: Dr. Milan Pech (Charles University in Prague) discussed the topic
LJAntisemitism and humor” with our students.

Summer semester 2019:
20 February: Klara Alexandra Vesela: , Challenges in framework of the Czech Jewish Youth
Union”

13 March the Hebraist and translator Jifi Blazek lectured on “Two Toras. The Letter of the
Law in Jewish Law”.

The Center developed its cooperation with Israeli universities and successfully continued the
academic and students exchange programs within the framework of Erasmus+ (Hebrew
University, Bar-llan University, newly also University in Cologne).

Throughout the academic year the Center continued organizing field trips for B.A. and M.A.
students to Jewish sites and monuments in the Czech Republic, including a field trip to Brno,
Holesov, Bzenec and StrazZnice.

Students of both B.A. and M.A. programs participated in internships at partner institutions,
including Yad Vashem (Jerusalem), Galicia Jewish Museum (Cracow), Jewish Museum in
Prague and Museum in Trutnov.

Research:

In October 2018 our Center in cooperation with the Prague Center for Jewish Studies
organized the 7t international students conference, The Students’ Voice. The contributions
concentrated on the history of rural Jewish communities. We welcomed about 11
international participants in Olomouc, who had the chance to discuss their papers with
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experts from Palacky University in Olomouc (Prof. Tamas Visi, Dr. Daniel Soukup, Dr. Lenka
Uli¢nd, Dr. Marie Crhova), Charles University in Prague (Dr. Dita Vélova, Dr. Milan Zonca, Dr.
Milan Lycka), Jewish Museum in Prague (Daniel Polakovi¢) and Jagiellonian University in
Krakow (Dr. Edyta Gawron). The keynote lecture “Dorfjuden und Dorfgeher: Village in
Bohemia and Moravia” was given by Dr. Michael M. Miller (CEU, Budapest).

Another round of this will take place in October 2019.

Members of the Center continued their research projects supported both by foreign and
Czech institutions, including the Palacky University:

“Averroes Edition“ (Project, Thomas Institute, University Cologne)

»Medieval Jewish Intellectual History: New Perspectives” (IGA Palacky University in
Olomouc)

“Revitalisation of the Moravian Jews Heritage Research” (Excellency research project,
Palacky University in Olomouc)

Another important project “Life and work of Berekhiah ben Natronay ha-Nakdan” (Czech
Grant Agency) was completed by a collective monograph entitled ,,Berechiah ben Natronai
ha-Naqgdan's Works and Their Reception”, edited by Tamas Visi, Tovi Bibring and Daniel
Soukup and published at the Brepols publishing house.

In July 2018 members of the CJS actively participated in the XI ™ Congress of the European
Association of Jewish Studies in Cracow.

The project of a summer school entitled “Schismatics, Heretics, and Religious Crisis:
Frankism and the Turbulent 18th Century in East Central European Jewry” prepared by CJS
in cooperation with the Hebrew University in Jerusalem received the financial support from
the European Association for Jewish Studies. The Summer school will take place in August
2020 in Olomouc and will welcome around 20 students from all of the world, who will have
the chance to listen to and discuss with renowned experts in the field, such as Prof. Pavel
Maciejko (Johns Hopkins University), Prof. Rachel Elior (HUJI), Prof. Avishai Bar-Asher (HUJI),
Prof. Tamas Visi (UPOL), Dr. Daniel Soukup (UPOL), Prof. Martin Elbel (UPOL) and Prof. Pavel
Sladek (UK).

The Center also prepared for publication the Czech translation of an important study by Prof.
Tamas Visi, member of CJS, entitled Words of Power: Studies in Rabbinic Authority and
Literature in Medieval Moravia written.

Many other significant studies written by members of CJS were published in relevant
periodicals specializing in Jewish Studies.

Cultural events:

On 21 September 2018, an official opening of the Winter Semester 2018/2019 was organized
traditionally, together with a Sukkoth celebration in the garden of the Palacky University in
Olomouc.

More than a thousand people visited the 10t year of the festival Days of Jewish Culture in
Olomouc in October 2018 entitled “From the Beginning: Czechoslovakia and Israel”. The
11th year of the festival was devoted to the topic of important anniversaries: 100 years since
the foundation of Czechoslovakia (1918) and 70 years since the establishment of the State
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of Israel (1948). The festival opened with the exhibition “Masaryk and The Holy Land” which
documented the visit of the first Czechoslovak President Tomas Garrigue Masaryk to
Palestine in 1927. The festival program embraced more than 15 cultural events, including
concerts, theatre performances, lectures and field trips.

On 20 March 2019 the CIJS in cooperation with the Jewish Community Olomouc organized a
memorial act commemorating the anniversary of the destruction of Olomouc synagogue in
1939. CIJS students staged their own version of Purimspiel.

The Center’s library, as always, served throughout the academic year as a venue for regular
celebrations of Jewish festivals. The Chanukah, Purim, Pesach and Lag ba-omer celebrations
which were open for all of university students and public and were met with a great interest.

In following years, 2019-2020, the Faculty of Arts of the Palacky University continues
complex reconstruction of the building on Tfida Svobody 26, which is the regular residence
of CJS. For the period of reconstruction, the Center’s temporary premises are at the
university building at Na Hradé 5. One of the classrooms is reserved for our core book
collection, necessary for the Center’s ordinary operation and for teaching. The rest of the
book funds are temporarily housed in the UP Library so that they are reachable. Therefore
during the reconstruction process somewhat limited access to some funds (and above all the
archives) is to be taken in account. We believe that the newly renovated building will offer
our students as well as scholars from the professional and non-professional public more
comfortable premises than before.

All our news you can follow on our webpage www.judaistika.upol.cz and on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/CJSFFUP/

On behalf of the Kurt and Ursula Schubert Center for Jewish Studies,

Ivana Cahova
Head of CJS
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BERECHIAH BEN NATRONAI HA-NAQDAN’S WORKS
AND THEIR RECEPTION

L’ceuvre de Berechiah ben Natronai ha-Naqdan et sa réception

Edited by
Tamds Visi

Tovi BIBRING
Daniel Soukur
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Front cover of the publication ,Berechiah ben Natronai ha-Nagdan's Works and
Their Reception”, edited by Tamas Visi, Tovi Bibring and Daniel Soukup and
published at the Brepols publishing house
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Festival Days of Jewish Culture Olomouc 2018 - Program
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v pondéli 8. fijna 2018 v 17.30 hodin v KfiZové chodbé Arcidiecézniho muzea
Véclavské nam. 3, Olomouc

Zastitu nad festivalem a vystavou pfevzala Jeho Excelence Daniel Meron,
velvyslanec Statu Izrael v Ceské republice.

Vystavu a festival zahaji:

Daniel Meron velvyslanec Statu Izrael v CR

Michal Soukup feditel Muzea um&nf Olomouc

Petr Papousek predseda Federace Zidovskych obci CR a Zidovské obce Olomouc
Ivana Cahova vedouci Centra judaistickych studif FF UP

Alexandr Jeni§ta dramaturg Dnil Zidovské kultury Olomouc

Po vernisaZi nasleduje piednaska Izrael o Ceskoslovensko, kterou pfednese Daniel Meron.
Pfednéska bude simultédnné tlumogena do &estiny a uskuteéni se od 19 h v Mozarteu Arcidiecézniho muzea.

Vystava potrva do nedéle 28. fijna 2018. Otevfeno je denné kromé pondéli od 10.00 do 18.00 hodin.
Kazdou nedéli je vstup voiny | info@muo.cz | www.muo.cz
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Festival Days of Jewish Culture Olomouc 2018 - Opening event
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Film workshop, April 24-25, 2019, leaded by Avner Faingulernt (Sapir Academic
College, IL)
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Centrum judaistickych studii

Kurta a Ursuly Schubertovych

Judaism and Jewish Studies in the
Modern World: The Student Voice

International Workshop

7-9 October 2018

Palacky University Olomouc, Czech Republic

Sunday, October 7

12:00-... Accommodation in the Student dormitories
Kolej Generaly Svobody, Smeralova 1122/12, Olomouc

15:00 Registration

15:15 Welcome Address by Ivana Cahova
Head of the Kurt and Ursula Schubert Centre of Jewish Studies Palacky
University

Chair: Milan Zonca (Prague)

15:30-16:00  Orlando Brix (Potsdam): Deconstructing Strategy and Parody. Academic
Discourses on Rabbinic and Early Christian Trans*Performativity and Queer
Theory
Respondent: Tamas Visi (Olomouc)

16:00-16:30  Anna Mitek (Cracow): Menachem Mendel Morgenstern of Kotzk (C. 1788-
1859): The Pious Chasid or Controversial Identity? His Biography with
Particular Reference to Research of Joseph Fox
Respondent: Milan Ly¢ka (Prague)
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16:30-17:00

Coffee Break

Chair: Eva Kalousova (Olomouc)

17:00-17:30

17:30-18:00

19:00

Hana TrneCkova (Olomouc): Jedaiah Ha-Penini’'s Supercommentary on
Aristotle’s Physics in the Context of “Jewish Averroism”

Respondent: Dita Valova (Prague)

Samuel Klein (Olomouc): Jewish Existentialism

Respondent: Milan Ly¢ka (Prague)

Welcome Dinner at the restaurant Svatovaclavsky pivovar
Marianska 4, Olomouc

Monday, October 8

9:00-10:00

Michael L. Miller (Budapest)
Dorfjuden und Dorfgeher: Village Jews in Bohemia and Moravia
Keynote Lecture

Chair: Dita Valova (Prague)

10:00-10:30

10:30-11:00

11:00-11:30

Jonathan Zisook (New York): Towards a Sociological Typology of Synagogue
Remains in Contemporary Poland

Respondent: Jacob A. Labendz (Prague) / Daniel Soukup (Olomouc)

Anna Berezowska (Wroctaw): The Revitalization of the Synagogue Buildings
after 1989 in Poland

Respondent: Edyta Gawron (Cracow) / Lenka Uli€na (Olomouc)

Coffee Break

Chair: Daniel Soukup (Olomouc)

11:30-12:00

12:00-12:30

12:30-14:00

Tereza Holasova (Olomouc): The Oldest Jewish Cemetery in Prostéjov
Respondent: Daniel Polakovi¢ (Prague)

Zuzana Sihelnikova (Zilina): Small-Town Jewry in Central Europe: The Case
Study of the Jewish Community of Cadca

Respondent: Jana Turanska (Olomouc/Budapest)

Lunch Break

Chair: Lenka Uli¢na (Olomouc)

14:00-14:30

14:30-15:00

Boris Kofinek (Olomouc): The Sho’ah in the Slovak State in the Eyes of the
Evangelical Church

Respondent: Milan Zonca (Prague)

Anita Kantor (Potsdam): The Jewish Education in PaPa (Hungary, 19th
Century) as a Possible Solution for the Jewish Educational Questions in the
21th Century’s Central Europe

Respondent: Eva Kalousova (Olomouc)
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15:00-15:30 Denisa Glacova (Prague): The Haredi Press in Israel
Respondent: Marie Crhova (Olomouc)

15:30-16:00 Coffee Break

16:00 Final Remarks and Conference Summary

Tuesday, October 9

9:00-17:00 Trip around Jewish Moravia
Boskovice, Lomnice
Optional, Meeting place: to be specified

International Workshop Judaism and Jewish Studies in the Modern World: The Student
Voice, 7-9 October 2018, Olomouc - Program
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